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FLT LT D. WATERS 
The evening of the 27th March 2009 dawned and we found 
ourselves, Flt Lt Waters (OC Sqn), and Fg Off Thrower (Adjutant), 
along with Wg Cmdr Wiggins, at the front doors of the very regal 
Guild Hall in Hull, awaiting the arrival of Air Commodore Stewart, 
one of our Honoured Guests for our Presentation Evening.  Once 
Air Commodore Stewart and his wife, Rosemary, were greeted, we 
were all escorted to the Lord Mayor’s Parlour, where the party 
were invited to drinks with our other Honoured Guest, The Lord 
Mayor of Hull and Admiral of the Humber, Cllr Elaine Garland and 
her Consort. After signing the guest book, we proceeded to the 
Reception Room where other Guests, Cadets and Parents had 
been enjoying a short video presentation of some of the activities 
the Squadron had enjoyed during 2008. 
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This year, it had been 
decided (by the 
Squadron Staff!) that 
the Cadets were 
going to run the 
evening (and there 
wasn’t any crossed 
fingers in sight!!)  
Once all guests were 
seated, our youngest 
cadet, Tom Cooper, 
who had only been 
enrolled the previous 
month, opened the 
presentation with a 
short introduction. 

Cadet Flt Sgt Danielle Cooper compeered for the evening, and was later congratulated by Air Commodore 
Stewart for a job well done, whilst Cadet Flt Sgt Will Thrower did an admirable job with the Power Point 
presentation and ensured the correct slides were showing due to a technical glitch with the IT facilities.   
 
As always, a number of cadets had been asked to talk about their experiences of the various activities they 
had undertaken throughout the Squadron and Corps during the last 12 months.  Anyone will appreciate that 
this is a very daunting task, especially as this was the largest audience that most of them had presented to, 
but they all overcame their nerves to produce some confident speeches. These following cadets talked about 
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152 Presents (continued)  

their experiences: 
× Cdt Bethany Dixon           -A New Cadets Perspective 
× Cdt Aloyna Belossuva - Adventure Training Weekend 
× Cpl Keifer Simpson - Nijmegan 2008 
× Cdt Jack Hayton  - Hag Dyke 
× Sgt Ben Megson - Rheindahlen, Overseas Camp 
× Cpl Steph Dyer  - Nordic Skiing 2009 
× Flt Sgt Danielle Cooper - IACE 2008 

 
Interspersed between the speeches by the cadets, our budding Corps 
of Drums, led by Cpl Steph Dyer, gave two outstanding performances of drumming. The audience wondered 
what was happening when the lighting was reduced once the Corps of Drums had taken their places on stage for 
a second time, only to be rewarded with a dazzling light display due to their illuminated drumsticks – very 
effective. 
 
The various awards were also interspersed throughout the cadets’ speeches and were presented by The Lord 
Mayor, Wg Cmdr Wiggins and Air Commodore Stewart. The biggest winner of the night was Cdt Jack Hayton, 
who went home the very proud ‘owner’ of three pieces of silverware. The R. A. Thrower Trophy for Best Cadet 
went to Cdt Dale Dixon, whilst Sgt Ben Megson was presented with the Trophy for Best NCO. Numerous other 
Trophies and Shields were presented to an array of cadets for various qualities and attributes including Most 
Improved Cadet, awarded to Cdt R. Murphy and Best Newcomer, which was presented to Cdt Belossuva. 
 
Air Commodore also presented two very special awards – both for Long Service. The first was to Flt Lt (Retd) Bob 

Thrower RAF VR(T) for over 50 years of service to the Air Training Corps, and 
the second was to the Squadron Padre, Capt John Hotchin for over 30 years 
of service. Both presentations received a standing ovation from all the 
cadets, and well deserved too.  
 
Finally, Cdts Jack Hayton, Ryan Murphy and Dale Dixon were promoted to 
Corporal and Cpls Steph Dyer, Keifer Simpson and Elliott Tate were 
promoted to Sergeant. Their rank slides were ceremoniously changed, with 
their usual aplomb, by Adult Flt Sgt (ATC) Thrower and Adult Sgt (ATC) Dyer. 

The final promotion of the evening went to Danielle Cooper whose appointment to Cadet Warrant Officer was 
carried out by Wg Cmdr Wiggins and Air Commodore Stewart. 
 
After all the presentations had taken place, there were speeches by the Honoured Guests and they were all 
impressed with the high standards of the evening. The Lord Mayor made a special mention of the excellent work 
the cadets had done during the last 12 months and that they were a credit to not only the Air Training Corps but 
to the youth of the City of Hull.  
 
Following the formal proceedings, the bar was opened for some well 
earned refreshments and light food, during which, both Cllr Garland and 
Air Commodore Stewart had the opportunity to speak with the many 
parents, cadets and members of the civilian committee.  The Civilian 
Committee, since the Presentation Evening, has also seen new members, 
following their Chairperson, Mrs Denise Thrower’s speech outlining their 
achievements from the work that they do with fundraising and other 
support, that they give the Squadron. 
 
Flt Lt Waters would like to say a huge thank you for all the hard work that was freely given by Cadets and Staff, 
and the support of the parents, without which, we wouldn’t be where we are today – the Number One 
Squadron in the Wing (officially! 
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A Weekend in Driffield   

CDT T. COOPER 
On March 28th and 29th a large number of 152 cadets took part in a training weekend at Driffield training camp and I 
was lucky enough to be one of them. There were many different courses going on over the weekend such as; Radio, 
First aid, Band, Road marching and two leadership courses, My chosen course was radio. 
 
When we first arrived at the camp we were told to follow Flight Sergeant Hawksfield and sign in, we then put our 
rucksacks down in our rooms and went for breakfast. At first I 
thought the meals wouldn’t be very good, but once I saw 
what they were serving my first impressions soon changed: 
bacon, sausage, egg, the full English breakfast, yum! 
 
After we had eaten breakfast it was straight off to lectures. 
During the rest of the day I learnt all about how the radio 
worked and all the other information we needed to know. We 
also played a game of battleship over the radios but with an 
RAF twist. On the night we had a room inspection, this was 
quite a nervous time because we didn’t want our room 
wrecking like the others if it wasn’t up to scratch. Luckily ours 
was the best, so for the rest of the night we just waited for the NAFFI to open, and lets just say we enjoyed the rest 
of the night. 
 
The next day was our written and practical test, and somehow we all managed to pass. After that we had to get 
ready for final parade. We did a lap of the barracks and had a picture taken. Then it was time to go home. I 
thoroughly enjoyed my time at Driffield and will definitely go again if I am given the chance. 

Life as a Junior Cadet  

CDT J. INGELSON 
When I first walk through those doors I could tell that this was going to be an enjoyable experience, as the first word 
I heard were from the mouth of Adult Flight Sergeant Thrower  ‘get your hands out of your pockets’. Soon after a 
talk with the Flight Sergeant I was given a funny, yet important tour of the building from Sergeant Megson. Following 
the tour I was given a choice of projects to choose from, Drumming, Plastic Modelling, Balsa Modelling, Radio and 
First Aid, each of which sounded interesting. When I had made my decision, Modelling, I was introduced to the 
others and was left to mingle and crack on. 
 

My first few nights were full of fun, practicing Drill, 
making my model. You make friends really easily here, 
even if you are the quiet type, no one is scared to 
introduce themselves to you and every one of the 
cadets are friendly and welcoming. If I ever needed a 
hand or I had something I needed help with all I did 
was ask and there was always someone there to help. 
 
When the night came I had our hearts in our mouth 
and I’m sure this was the case for all the other cadets, 
of which there were four. We had been given our 
uniform the parade night beforehand to iron and 
shape and me with my forgetful nature arrived in the 
wrong shirt, but luckily I had my other one on hand. 
We were given about an hour and a half to practice 
our drill with Sergeant Megson just to get rid of the 

kinks we had. When our time was up we all lined up outside the parade hall waiting for the Padre to finish his speech 
to the already enrolled cadets. We were instructed to march onto the parade hall, we performed a speech that the 
Padre had asked us to mimic, he handed us our logbooks and a new testament of the bible and it was done we were 
fully enrolled cadets. 
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Windermere 4th-11th April 2009 

 

CDT P. REYNOLDS 
When Cdt. Oliver and myself set out from hull, 
early in the morning on the 4th, we did not really 
know what to expect on this camp. All the 
information we had was in a small plastic wallet, 
and to sum it all up in just a few words would be 
“physically active”. The cadets that had been the 
previous years would only say it was awesome, and 
so we was left to find out for ourselves what 
awaited us.  
 
On the bus up to camp I met a few interesting 
people, who would later turn out to be very 
surprising: I met the future granddad, because 
every day of the camp he always managed to get 
hold of that day’s newspaper, even if we was on 
our expedition! I also met the camp complainer, because all she did all camp was complain about people. Even so, 
the journey up was enjoyable, broken often by shouts of “I need the loo!” even though there was a toilet at the 
back. 
 
When we got there and looked around, I can tell you that it didn’t look like much. A few close-knit rooms with 
multiple bunk beds all over, a smallish kitchen and what looked like a little classroom around the back. Even now I 
look back and I can say that while it did not look like much, after a few days it felt like home. The activities were 
amazing, it’s shocking how much time they take up, and how fun they all are. Rock climbing, abseiling, kayaking, kata 
canoeing, a DoE bronze level expedition (more to come on this later!) and a full days shopping, among other things. 
 
I did my Duke of Edinburgh Gold level award residential here, which is a component of the award in which you take 
on a position of responsibility within the camp, and I had to plan a “low level navigation task” in case our expedition 
went horribly wrong and had to be called off. In the end my planning was for nothing though, as we set off, fairly 
exhausted from the activities of the previous days, and in need of some un-burnt food (we all had to cook for each 
other), but none the less we set off, and after a day of walking around the lake Windermere we settled down for the 
night in a campsite. On the walk we were going up and down some rather steep hills, following a national trail route, 
but unfortunately for us one of the girls in our group was afraid of heights. As the only first-aider and the only one 
who had done this before I got to walk with her, and she made it to the end in one piece... barely. 
 
The only bad thing about the camp happened in the morning when we woke up in a lake – literally!! The river beside 

our tents had flooded, and we woke up to find ourselves 
with a nice little puddle of water all around our tent. 
Thankfully nothing was damaged and no one hurt, but it 
gave one of the officers a nice surprise when he woke up 
and found himself in a puddle. 
 
By the end of the camp I must say we were all tired out 
and practically walking with our knuckles dragging across 
the floor. We had been pushed to our limits, and then 
some. But I will say this. Every single cadet that went 
wants to go back. If you ever wish to find out who went 
on Windermere ’09, the best year ever, raise your hands 
to your head, spread your fingers, and say...”Shaven 
Polar Bear”.  It’s an ATC thing. Come join us and you will 
soon get your own little catch phrase to remember 
camps by. 
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Staff Profile ς Civilian Instructor Andrew Cooper 
 

Up Coming Events 

 
 

 
 

April 
 

26th –              Wing Athletics 
 
26

th
 –              Flying at RAF Chruch Fenton 

 
 
May 
 
1

st
-3

rd
 –          High Ropes and Adventure  

                        Training Weekend               
 
17th –             Wing Training Day  
   
                        
June 
 
13th-14th –      Squadron Adventure Training   
                         in Lincoln 
  

 
 
 

I am Andrew Cooper a Civilian Instructor with 152 (City of Hull) Squadron. 
My role within the squadron is as the Stores Officer as well as general 
handy man. It is therefore my responsibility to look after all of the 
equipment our squadron has and ensure the requisitioning and handing 
out of uniform to cadets. 
 
I became involved with the ATC four years ago, just after my daughter 
joined as a cadet. I initially joined to help with projects on a Thursday 
night but Thursday nights soon became Tuesday’s and the weekdays soon 
became weekends meaning I am now a fixture at most squadron 
activities.  I was never personally a cadet myself but have a strong 
military background after spending many years on and around armed 
forces bases in Germany and Northern Ireland due to my dad’s position 
as a Sergeant Major in the army.  
 
In my working life I started off as a Sewing Machine Engineer for 
Mansfield Knitwear but after the firms closure became a driver and 
warehouseman for a nuts and bolts company with whom I worked for ten 
years. I later made a move into car mechanics but for the past year and a 
half have been working for Pearson & Curtis as a Lifting Engineer.  
 
I married Gillian in 1984 and we live in East Hull with our daughter 
Danielle, a CWO with the squadron, and son Thomas who has been with 
the squadron since January.  
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115522  ((CCiittyy  ooff  HHuullll))  SSqquuaaddrroonn Congratulations 

 
EAST HULL CADET CENTRE, OPPOSITE EAST PARK 
HOLDERNESS ROAD 
HULL 
HU9 3DS  
 

PARADE TIMES 
 
TUESDAYS & THURSDAYS 
 
7:00 P.M TO 9:30 P.M 
 
CONTACT DETAILS 
 
TEL: 01482 718498 (PARADE NIGHTS ONLY) 
 
E-MAIL: OC.152@AIRCADETS.ORG  
 

FIND US ON THE WEB AT: 
 
www.152sqnatc.co.uk  

Big congratulations to all staff and cadets that 
made speeches received awards and gained 
promotions at presentation evening.  
 
Congratulations also go to all the cadets that 
completed a course at the Driffield Training 
Weekend in March. 
 
 

 

 

http://www.152sqnatc.co.uk/

